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than one, and heads that have a kingly look. As
a matter of fact, and cause for congratulation,
we are hearing less and less of such foolish re-
strictions upon serious art. The thesis is pat to
our day, and worth while, since it deals with one
of the permanently important problems of civili-
zation. It is cleanly, strongly, and skilfully han-
dled and the drama containing it is an intel-
lectual stimulant and a social document of great
significance. The late William James declared
that in this piece Shaw made us see, (as only the
stage can make us), the difference between con-
vention and conscience, and showed that you can
tell the truth, if you only do it benignantly.
Disagreement there will always be as to its place
in Shaw's repertory; some would put it at the
top. More often, the praise awarded it is
timid on the ground of its unpleasantness. To
my mind, having stage value, skill, dramatic
clinch, and literary execution in view, it belongs
with the few masterpieces, if the first position is
not to be given it.f Shakspere's most powerful
